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COUNTRY USSR/Austria (Soviet Zone) DATE DISTR, 25 May 1955

SuBJECT Soviet Military Training NO. OF PAGES 37

DATE OF INFORMATION 50X1 REFERENCES:

PLACE ACQUIRED 50X1

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

50X1
. 50X1
INTRODUCTION = J
1,
s0x1 ‘ three major phases of Soviet Army training prosesses:
soxi B | basic training with & unit in the USSR. :
50X1 W, |school conducted by a mechan:!.zed N
division in Austria for training tank crewmen. i
50X1 :
50X1 |
50X1 garrison training.
2 ] 1' '
50X1

[this report is divided
50X1 Into six parts.

50x1 a&. Part A 1s | ' basic training with
50X the 82nd How Brig in Mulinc (N 56-17, E 42-56).

50x1 b. Part B covers

training
at the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn of the 13th Gds Mecz Div locate
50X4 Goetzendorf (N 48-01, E 16-35), Austria. Although there were two

o

-
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training oompanies in the battalion, cach with five training platoons,
each training platoon had a different training mission. The first -
month of training was the same for all 10 Yraining platoons of the
battalion and was mainly a refresher course in basic training. Here-
arfser, this rfirst months' training in Austr13 will be referred %o as-

Phase I,

50X1

¢, Part C gsovers the second and third months of training

50X1 | $he 18t Plat of the 1st Tng Co. During this period,

50x1 speclalized training designed to prepare traineces of the
platoon to be sank commanders.

50X1

50X1

50X1

d. Pars D covers the remaining seven months of

50X1 %he osurse of %he 1s% Plat of the 1s ng Co which ended on 25 Oetober
50X1 each year,
50X1
50X1 |
50X1
50X1

e. Part E is |$he training presented to the
$raining piasoens and to the enlisted cadremen and officers of the
battalion staff and the sank supply cempany.

I, Part F contains information eon training sochedules and other training
data pertaining to the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn.

8. Part .G contains miscellancous training information., Fer better under-
standing of the training in the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn, & T/0 chars on ‘

sox1 P®&e 37 1s abvbached. This chart shows the ten training platoons of

the unis,
50X1
50X1 . A. Basio Training
Assiggment*to Unid
. 82nd How Brig in Muline, USSR

@tfthé bime of the $rainees' arrival in the brigade, barracks kad nos been
prepared to house the trainees, and all spent.the first night in the bri-
4zgde elub house sleeping on the fleor, 50x1 ‘

LIII“T‘fE officers of the brigade called
° e trainees frem the olub house and selecked several persons who
were able to write well. The officer asked these men %o £1ll in perscnnel

Anformation on %he printed forms. The information asked of each man was:
"his full name, civilian residence, witsh whom he had resided, parents' or
neéxt-of -kins”’ address, civilian osoupation, place of last employmens, and
date of induction, ’
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the trainees weIe sent by platoons
‘varougn vhe prigade bath and outfitted in uniforms. After they were
dressed, they were marched to the evening meal. At this time{ggggggﬁrgj 50X1
recelved his first disillusionment in the army. The platoon sergean

gave the command to sing a song and there was embarrassed silence except

for the sound of boots. The sergeant stopped the platoon and cursed

them in foul language for having poor morale; an officer then came up

and began to tongue-lash the platoon. The officer wound up his speech

by saying that he wanted everyone to remember two things: that in

the army what the trainees did not know, the army would teach them and

what the trainees did not want to do, the army would make them do.

They were again told to sing. Someone began and the rest of the platoon

-later Joined in.

The next day, the trainees did nothing exscept to remain im the barracks 50X
and get acquainted with each other. | 50X1
50X1
50X1

Content of training

training began with political studies, physical train- 50X1

ing, close order drill, and the study of four manuals. These manuals
were the same as those used in the first period of training at the

55th Sep Tk Tng Bn. (For complete descriptions of the four manuals,

see page 9 paragraph 26,) For the next two weeks, about two or three
hours each day were devoted to instruction. The rest of the time was
devoted to fatigue details., After 24 weeks, the trainees received one
dummy carbine to be shared among four men., At this time, they began
training in the care, maintenance, and nomenclature of the carbine,
There was no additional weapons training except for one time when the
entire battery of trainees was taken to the brigade firing range to
fire the PPSh SMG. Without any further instruetion, each trainee fired
three rounds.of slow fire at & head-and-shoulders silhouette target,

25 m distant, from the prone position. The only other training the

men recelved was a conelderable amount of creeping and crawling practice,
Toward the end of basic training, thew were two mock battles in the 34
Plat with 15 men on each side, This involved a lot of harrahing,
creeping, running, and hiding; there were no casualties.

Inspections and examinations

Each evening, the trainees had a battery CO's inspection., For almest
two months, they had no other inmspections. However, |
they were examined by unknown officers from brigade headquarters, They

were checked by these officers only on their knowledge of the four 50X1
manuals, political information, and physical fitnees., On this day,
they also took their oath and from then until their departure date., 4id

nothinf except to stand guard, ‘
50X1

Evaluation

‘ . 50X1

Almost all of the inmstruction that\ \was conducted by the soxi

platoon leader, an artillery officer named Capt YUDINKOV (fnu). The
rest of the imstruction was dome by the plateon sergeant. There were
many fatigue detalls that interrupted training and the training itselfl:
was very sketchy and inadequate., One of the Jobs the trainees had was
to bulld a house for the platoon leader on the orders of the battery CO.

'The trainees were required to go to the railroad station and steal

lumber, bricks, and other building materials for the house., This house
was entirely bullt by the trainees and eontained three rooms.
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B. First Phase of Training in the 1st Plat, 1st Tng Co, 55 Sep Tk Tng Bn

Organization

The 55 Sep Tk Tng Bn was a training unit which consisted of a.draining cadre
and two training companies. The student personnel in the training companies
were partly replacements who had been sent to the unit from the 67th Re#
placement Depet in Kaisersteinbruch (N 47-59, E 16-42) to spedificall$ take
this speclalized training. There were always a few trainees in the pattal-
ion who were sent from ether units in the division to attend specific phases
of instruction, The personnel who had come frem the replacement depot were
assigned to the battalion and remained assigned until the completion of
their training course which lasted for approximately one year. After com-
pleting their training, they were further reassigned to other unites in the
division or retaihed by the battalion as cadre,. The persennel who had been
sent. from other units in the division were returned to those units on the
completion of the training. This battalion was & T/OXE unit maintained by the
giz;séggiggr the purpose of training personnel in various phases of tank-

Pre-training Examinations and Assignment

On the second day\ \1n the training battalion from the  50X1
67th Replacement Depot, the trainee-replacements who had been assigned to the
unit with him were tested on their knowledge of the sublécts they had heen
taught during basic training, i.e,, close-order drill and school of the sol-
dier, They were also tested on their physical conditioning status by the
battalion's physical training instruoctor, Lt LEONOV (fnu), and were required
to make a 100-meter run and a 1,000-meter cross~-country runj they were not
examined on their knowledge of tactics or other military subjecte involving
weapons, Close-order drill was tésted by the company CO. At the time of

the pre-training examinations, the trainees were not assigned to any company
of the battalion but were aseigned only to the battalion., They were housed
in the compéanies until an assignment for them had been determined.

After the physical conditioning and the close-order drill examinations, a
board of officers was assembled in the battalion. This board consisted of
the training company COs, the training cempany deputy COs for political af-
fairs, and one or two officers of the battalion staff including the Chief of
Staff. The board determined the trainees’ qualifications and decided te which
platoons of the training ocompanies each individual should be assigned. .The
§§$cessiaﬁx?y the quall 19’tion board lasted for several days, : I

Trainees were called before the board by name and asked to give their place of
birth, their oivilian occupetion and specialty, and their place of permanent
residence, After the board had informed the trainees about what phase of
training was offered in which platoon, each trainee was asked to.state his- : 50X1

preference of assignment in the training platoons. | al-  50x1
though the preferences of the trainees were asked by the board,| \

they were taken inte acnsideration in antual assionment
Replacements who Jjoined the battalion | did not go S0t
through these examinations or appear before the qualification board. This 50X1

was due to insuffiocient time before the beginning of the new training oyocle.
These men were merely assigned to platoons which had vacancies. sox1

50X1
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50X1

16.

17.

50X1

oML |

Unit Training Missions

The 1st Tng Co had four platoons and each had a separate missien. The
2d Tng Co had five platoons each of which alse had a separate training
mission. The first platoen to which source was assigned, the 1lst Plat,
1st Co,had the mission of training tank commanders for medium tanks.

The course of instruction in all plateens of the two training companies

was divided into two parts. The first short peried of tralning
|

|was malnly a refresher on basic tralning.

The second period, which lasted approximately nine months, heavily
emphasized armor instruction. The second peried began

and continued through the remailnder of the year. During the latter
period, approximately six different courses were presented in the
ten training platoons. The first peried of training in the 1st Plat
in the 1st Tng Co was the same as in the other training platoens of
the battalion,

Tralning Subjects

The introductory peried consisted mainly of instruction in the
classroom and practical work eutdoors with stress on the outdoer
instruction. Classroom work in the lat Plat of the 18t Co covered
five main subjects of imstruction: individual weapons tralning,
chemical warfare instruction, study eof four basic manuals, political
studies, and political information classes; the last two subjects
continued through the entire course. :

a, Weapons Instruction

Individual weapen instructioen covered four weapons, the M1944 ecarbine,
the PPSh M1941 SMG, the TT-33 pistel, and the Nagant M1895 pevolver.
The platoen sergeant conducted all weapens instruction with the assist-
ance of the squad leaders,

(1) carbine

Students were first taught the nomenclature of the carbine
with an electrically-lighted training aid which had a large-
scale drawing of each part, The platoon sergeant desoribed
each part and its funotion. As he called out the name of
the part, a squad leader plugged & cord, attached to the
bottom of the chart,into a hole tagged with the name of that
part, An elestric buld then lighted up above the pleture

of this part on the chart. Trailnees were required to
memorize each part's proper nomenclature and functien.

There were also cutaway carbines, showing the interloer werk-

ing mechanlsms, whether these training
aids were home e or lssue bu med they were quite
elaborate.

Studentes did not bring their own issue weapons inte the
clagsroom, The only weapon in the claess was the demenstration
carbine used by the imstructer to illustrate assembly and
disassembly of the weapon., After the instructor had shewn

the class the proper way to do this several times, he called
each student to the front of the class and required him to
repeat the assembly and disassembly of the weapon and to

name each part and its functien during the process,.
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After the class had mastered these basic fundamentals, the
instructor then discussed the characteristies of the weapon.
These characteristics included its operation and its physical
description, including weight, barrel length, number of lands
and grooves ete., in addition to the maximum and effective
ranges and other ballistic characteristics of the ammunitioen.

The instructor then discussed tactical utilizatioen ef the
carbine. He stated that it was the basic arm of the individual
infantry seldier and that, with 1t, the infantry was to over-
cenme the enemy with fire and bayenet. This informatiecn was
required to be memorized by rote.

The instructor then discussed the proper care and cleaning
of the carbine. Students were taught that the carbine had te
be inspected daily by the individual EM with the exterior parts
. of the weapon examined first for damage, rust, or wear. The
front and Pear sights were to be given especially careful
., attentlon; . the bore was then te be examined for cleanliness
' and the belt was to be removed te inspect the interior for
dirt and rust; each part was to have a light coat of oil.

The carbine was to be disassembled and thoroughly cleaned every
five days, After firing, a soldier had to clean the weapon
every day for the first three days after firing. They were
told that in that garrison proper cleaning materials and liquid
were avallable for cleaning the weapons. After the three-day .
period of cleaning, the EM was to go back to the daily examina- LT
tion of the weapon and a sleaning schedule every five days, 1In ‘
the field, soldiers were told te use rain capes or other field
expedients to lay their weapens on for cleaning: they were
never instructed to use hot water and seap to olean their
- weapons after firing. in practice, no
50X1 soldlier of his acquaintance cempllied with these instruotions. i
g ‘
50X1 | 'there was no cleaning 1iquid availeble; therefore,
in his unit the men smeared, rather than cleaned, thelr weapens
with oll after firing. There were never enough cleaning rods
and the men were forced to ocut long thin pleces of woed to run
0ll soalted rags throeugh the bores,

(2) The SMa

The nemenslature instruction on the PPSh SMG closely paralleled
the instructien o the carbine, Electrically-lighted training
aids such @8 those used in carbine instruoction were again used
by platoon sergeants who did most of the instructing and again
the trainees were called up to name the parts, Assembly and
disassembly was accemplished by each trainee on the one weapon
available for classroem instruction. Instruotion then follewed
on the characteristics and operation of the weapon, again
including weight, size, length, etc., the ballistic qualities of
-the weapon. and 1ts ammunitien. Trailneeswere required to
memorize that the SMG was to be utilized by the individual seldier
for use in close-combat, that it was effective up to 200 m, and
that it was to be utilized in subduing the enemy in a clese area,
Source did not remember any details on instructien on the care
and cleaning of the SMG, because 1t was net the basic weapon for
the battalion and he did not have too much interest in this
weapon during the instruoction. In his battalion, only squad
leaders and platoon sergeants were armed with the SMG. Hewever,
he belleved that the care and cleaning of the SMG would closely
approximate requirements for the carbine. The only other actual
contact the trainees had with the SMG was on days that they stoed
guard duty. On these days, the SMG was issued te each sentry

for his period of guard. After guard duty, he was respensible
for the cleaning ef his SMG.
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«  (3) Hand Grenades

Hand grenade instruction was also glven by the platoon

sergeant who deseribed the various grenades in use in the
50X1 Soviet army and their functions. This instruct

about four hours in all.

50X1

50X1 ordinary offensive hand grenade concussion was the

50X1 n toplc for discussion. The other ¢ pes of grenade
covered were the defensive (fragmentary and the anti-

50X1 tank grenades. i

50X1

Training ald equipment included actual grenades, grenades
that had been cut away, and wall charts with cutaway draw-
ings of grenades showing the interior components and their
functions. Proper methods for throwing hand grenades from
the prone, kneeling, and standing positions were also
demonstrated, Later students were called before the class
to show what they had learned.

The tactical uses of the three types of hand grenades were
then described in detail. Students were told the amount
and type of powder charge contained within each kind of
grenade and its effective range. They were informed that
the defensive (Zashchitnaya) grenade was a fragmentary
grenade whose fragments had, at times, a range of 200 m
but that these grenades were to be used only from a well-
covered fortified position. Offensive (mapadatelnaya)
grenades were of the concussion-type, which threw no
fragments,. and could be used by & soldler from a standing
position without necessarily taking oover. The antitank
hand grenade had a quality of adhering to the side of &n
armored vehicle and had & secondary penetration effeot.

There was brief mention in the class of grenades which could

be launched from a carbine or rifle but - 50X1
strations or training aids were shown.
remember anything more about this type or greneade.

(4) pistol .

Some rudimentary instrustion on the TT pistol was also glven

to the trainees, They were shown how %o disassemble and
assemble it and told the nomenclature of all the parts, its
operation, and its purposes, Because this pistol was not
issued to the trainees and Wwas not one that they would normally
be expeoted to use, not much emphasis was placed on it,

Electrically-lighted training aids of the placard stand-type
were 8lso used in this instruction - the same type used in
the instruction of the oarbine, SMG@, and revolver, The total
amount of time devoted to the TT plstol was approximately two
hours, Students were told that the TT pistol was to be used
for ranges up to 20 m and that it was the weapon best sulted
for hand-to-hand combat,

(5) Revolver

Instruction on the Nagant revolver was very simllar to that
glven for the TT pistol. The same types of training aids
were used and two hours were devoted to this subject, The
revolver was desoribed in the same manner as the pistol and
students were told that the weapon was intended for hand-to-
hand combat at ranges up to 20 m,
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b. CW Training

J could not remember any offensive chemical warfare training

or any mention that the Soviet Army was planning or prepar- 50X1
ing, 1n any way, for offensive CW. However, he was told that the German
Army had used toxic gases: during World War II and that the Western 50X1
natlons had used bacteriological warfare im Korea and would use CBR war- 50X1
fare in any future war, Other than this, r received any
instructien on an hase of bactericleogical warfare. could neot 50Xt
rgmember that recelived any CW training during basic tralning. S0X1
During this peried, neither | ‘were 1lssued gas masks 50x1
or any other CW items. training in CW defense during his ceourse in 50X1

the 1st Plat of the 1st Tng Co as & tank commander trainee covered both
class roem lectures and practical outdoor werk.

Tralnees in the battalien were given two hours of CW instruction in class-
room sesslons each week by the battalien chief of chemical services, a

lleutenant. These were mostly lectures which largely consisted of 2 so0x1
verbal description of CW items and ggmggggmnngzrghignjg4 50X1

Subjects covered in the classroom were the use and care of the gas mesk,
protective covering for materiel, descoription and recognition of toxic

agents, use and care of protective clothing during and after decontamina-

tion of areas anduequipment;idesontamipatientofcarasshand mabenieljdand
individual first aid to counter toxic effects or chemical agente, 50X1

50X1

soxme of the items used for classroom demonstration were large schematics
of gas maske and canlsters, cut away canisters, protective suits, & tabun
gas-detection kit, and & toxic ges snlff set which contained samples of
what ere mustard, chloréne, tabun (nerve gas), and
phos . ratlons were given.

. In addition to twoe hours of clasarcom instruction in each ef the above,
the first-periocd trainees were given a 15 te 20 minute gas mask drill
weekly threugheut the entire school year. During this drill, they
practiced using the gas mask with simulated punctures in the mesk, hese,
and canister. If the mask and hese leaked, personnel were taught te take
the canister in theilr mouth and breath directly through it. In the event
the hose was broken, the gas mesk could be placed directly on the
canister. If the canister had a hole in it, trainees were instructed to
place their hand over the hole or press the hole tight against the chest,

. On one morning each week during the year and in acceordance with the train-
ing schedule, trainees were required to wear gas masks whlle undergolng
a1l normal training including clese-order drill. During these perieds,
the battalion chief of the chemical services passed through the different
platoons checking the trainees for compliance with the schedule, Occasional-
ly, he threw & smoke candle among & group of men to keep them "gas
conscious", All of the practical work in the training platocns aleng CW
lines was under the supervisien and instructlion of the platoon sergeants,

. Enlisted cadre personnel of the battalien staff were net required %o
participate in any CW training but source did net know if the personnel
of . the Tk Supply Co had any training. Cadre members of the other two
training cempanies in the battalion acted as instructers and participated
in the training progranm,

N\

. Twice while in the lst Tng Ce, source went through & gas chamber ln an
iinuséd bullding within the garrisen. One platoon at a time went through
the chamber, which was filled with tear gas,and remained in the chamber 50X1
for a few minutes, The first time through they went with masks to test 50X1
them, the second time they were sent without masks so that the men could
feel the effects of the gas and realilze the value of the gas mask.
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¢. Study of Manuals

Another subject covered during the first period of training was the study

of four manuals which covered basic instruction generally applicable to
the school of the soldier, interior guard duty, and similar subjects,
This instruction was conducted in classrooms. These manuals were: The
Interior Service (Ustav Vnutrenoy Sluzhby), Disciplinary Regulations

%Pﬁuﬁiplinarnyy Ustav), Garrison and Guard Regulatlons

LHEE%;EQQEB_EEEXKh
Karauln%§h81uzhb),, and Formations and Drill Regulations royevoy

TUstav). .

(1)

(2).

(3)

ese manuals covered the following sBubjects:

Interlior Service Manual

Instruction on the manual for interior service regulations
consisted of a description and explanation of 1ts contents.
Students were told that this manual gave all the dutles and
responsibllities of all personnel from the individual soldler
through the regimental commander, particularly in garrison.

In addition, the responsibilities of rotating detalls such as
duty offlcers, charge of quarters, and sentry duty were detalled.
Other inatruction from this manual covered military courtesy and
discipline, ceremonies, and individual conduct and bearing.

This manual contained the "Hymn of the Soviet Unilon', which the
students were expected to memorize,as well as care and respect
due to the national flag.

Disciplinary Regulations

Disciplinary regulations was covered in general discussion but
punIEEve an% disolplinary authority of all commanders, from squad
on up to division, was discussed in detail; the few rights of the
individual scldler were also discussed, The types and limits of
punishinent for various infractions of rules were discussed and
held up as a warning for future sction., 1In addition, part of

the instruction on the Disoiplinary Regulations covered available
commendations and rewards for meritorious service and the service
required to obtain them,

Garrison and Guard Regulations

garrison and Guard Regulations was given a& general classroonm
ooverdge &2pbout 1.8 purpose, contents, and desoription. Specific
detalled coverage was given to the various aspeots of garrison
duty and the responsibilities of a sentry on routine guard posts,
Emphasis was placed on the detailed responsibilities and duties
of guards and sentries on special posts, such as a post in the
vicinity of the unit standard,

‘Another topic of instruction was the operation and funotion of

the patrols furnished by each unit on special holidays to check

nelghboring towns and villages for unit personnel who were possibly

absent from the post. Normally, these patrols were under officer
supervision,but in a town without taverns or &éther "alooliol .dis-
penslng 1lnstallations thils type' of patrol-wes poseibly under the
supervislon oft.an: NCO: tHowéver, tin . thermanval vitself«there was
no-mention made of eithenialdcholicsbeversges drithe fact that
towrs-and-villages next to angaprrison would Werpatrelled, Source
belleved that this patrol was a ground rule only in the Soviet
Zone of Austria. - droumed by the dnstruebor o o e

neoo g I e L AT o5 YO C TR TS A1 S o N L it

One of the training alde used. by therinstructor was.s mock -
minlature garrison with dumps, headquarters buildings, etc. This
ald was used as the students went through the various phases of
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interior guard duty. Students were required to show how much
class room instruction they had absorbed by :simulating the proper
performance of ‘guard duty during the hours of daylight and
darkness. These performances were in the presence of an offi-
cer, usually the platoon commander, who inspected the ments
knowledge of the requirements of interior guard duty.

(4) Formations and Drill Regulations

This manual covered personal appearance, the wearing of the
uniform, the school of the soldier, and close-order drill; only
the first part was presented in class where the instrictor gave
a general description of the manual's contents. The rest of
the instruction was outdoors.,

27. During the first phase, there was at least one hour a day devoted to the
study of the four manuals listed above, Instruction was normally under
the supervision of a platoon sergeant. However, the platoon leader, an
officer, or the company CO ococasionally participated in this form of
instruction. These four manuals were discussed for additional study
from time to time in the second training phase,

d. Political Studies

28. Another phase of instruction was called political studies (politicheskaya
podgotovka), This phase was always presented by the platoon 1leader and
was taken from manuals published in a brochure form called Material for
Political Studies. These booklets were brought to the batta@llon by the

attalion po cal officer (tor whom source worked) probably from the

office of the Deputy CO for Political Affairs; the 13th Gds Mecz Div
Hq, in turn, drew them from CGF Hq, These booklets were printed in
Moscow as a publication of the newspaper; Pravdsa:anditemdined-in efféct for
years at a time, following titles: Text Book for 50X1

the Infantry Soldier, Ass Btance for Listeners in Politicel Sohoo 8, 50X1
Soviet Krmeg Forces_during the Hevolutionar War, Soviet Armed Foroes

During the Years of Peaoe%ﬁI Construction, govIet Armed Forces Durin

the Years of the Great Patriotic War, and The Armsd Foroes of the UBﬁh.

The Iatter mainly was used Tor Introducing new Induotees to the armed

forces and oriented them as to what the armed forces was composed of
as well as ite funotion and missions, Another general manual was oalled

Materials for Political Studies on Themes; How the Peasants Lived and
STruggled In Tsarist & 8ia, Defense of the Fatheriand Is the Seored
Buty of the Soviet Ar ea Foroes, Outside the Borders of the Dear Father-

oro
1and, E € Sovie rrler must hold the Fate o s _Country, The Spaces
and the Hiohes o r Motherlan and other related BubJjects, Other
subjects were | Ly secrets Must be Preserved Carefully, The Constant
Wakefulness of ons, and abou Ty other broahures govering
speeches ol various et leaders, library, kept approximately
100 different broohures that were used in these studies, generally two

or three coplen of eaoh topic. Some of the manuals were not for mass
instruction but were used for instruction of the teacher and the pol-
itiocal agitator of the Soviet Army. Political informetion of this tygo

was presented to the students twice a week for two hours at a time an
lasted throughout the soldiers' entire service, After the death of Stalin,
new versions were published by Moscow and the old manuals were turned inj;

%t wasdrorbidden for the old Materisl for Politioal Studies brochures to
@ used, {
{

9. A second type of political olass called "politioal information” (pol-
iticheskaya informatsiya) was greaented to the students for a 30-minute
period twice a week prior to the beginning of other studies. This oclass
was conducted by the Deputy CO for Politiocal Affairs of the company, a
coptain, and was usually a oritioism of the behavior of individual soldiers.
Personnel who had been seen intoxloated, in dirty elothing, fighting, or
misbehaving themselves in any other way were strongly reprimanded during

50X1
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this period,. Much time was spent in emphasizing the value of this half
hour political information to the students. They were informed of such
current topics as the enemies of the peoples which were endangering the
securlty of the structure of the Soviet system. Prior to holidays, the
period was used to tell of the meaning of the hollday and to warn them
to behave themselves. They were always told "let us have this one
holiday without any derogatory incidents".

The general topics of political information originated with the Deputy
CO for Political Affairs® office at division headquarters. On days when
the topics were delayed in arrival or did not arrive at all, the Deputy
CO for Political Affairs of the battallon selected a suitable tople for
the various groups who took this half-hour of political information.
Occasionally, the Bn Co for Political Affairs ogme to the group and

,areaenbedzm«topim. Normally, the CC Deputy CO for Political Affairs

andled the instruction for his company. Political information periods
continued throughout the year. Material covered in later perlods was on
a higher level than that presented in the beginning perilod.

e. Outdoor Training

Practical work outdoors during the first period of training covered
the following seven subjects; firing and training with indlvidual
weapons, close-order drill, training for guard duty, small unit
infantry tactics, physical treining, CW exercises, and a subject known
a8 "Park Day".

(1) Weapons Training

Outdoor training with individual weapons covered the carbine

and the PPSh SMQ, and was given by the platoon sergeant assisted
by the squad leaders, The major emphasis of this training wes
on proper loading and handling of weapons, various firing
positions, dry firing, and range firing. The %training was
presented to the platoon as a unit.

The sergeant explained how to load the weapons and demonstrated
the kneeling, prone, sitting, and standing firing positlions,
Personnel were instructed in proper breathing and trigger squeeze,
This phase of dry firing training led to sighting and aiming
exeroises which used the triangulation method, Source believed
that. epproximately 15 hours were dewvoted to individual tralning
in weapons firing exocluding the time spent in actual firing.

The training lasted from two to four hours on varlous days,

soxi During the first perlod of training, trainees fired the carbine
twice., The first range firing was
50X1 on the gerrison firing range. A% this time, each man fired
ree rounds from a braced prone position at & bullsl-eye target
100 m away, examining the target after each round. The target
was fixed and was made up of oconcentric circles which deoreased
in value; .the Bulls'-eye ocounted ten points.

The second carbine firing consisted of another three rounds from
prone position, for record at the same range and target; this
firing occurred at the end of the first perlod of training.
After firing the three rounds, trainees were permitted to ins-
pect the targets,.

Both times, the entire platoon fired with each firing order
made up of five traineee, The company commander was in charge
of the firing range and the platoon leader gave the firing
commands, Ammunition was pasaed out by the company clerk
(keptenarmus)., The targets remsined in place after the firing
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and were not pasted., Empty brass was collected and inventoriled
by the company commander. Scores were recorded on a roster by
the platoon leader-and the personnel were informed of their
scores the day after the firing. The highest score possible
for the three rounds was 30 points. Scores from 22 %o 30 were
considered excellent and those who came close to a possible
perfect score often received commendations from the company CO.
Scores of 18 to 22 were considered good, 16 to 18 satisfactory,
and below 16 unsatisfactory. When there were enough personnel
who did not receive at least matisfactory scores, they were
required to refire the course,.

Trainees also fired the PPSh SMG twice during the first period
50X1  of training the first time for practice
and the second time for record. The same cadre personnel

who ran the carbine firing conducted this firing.

Practlice firing consisted of three rounds of slow fire in a
prone position at a head-and-chest silhouette target from 50 m
distance, This firing was scored either satisfactory or
unsatisfactory with at least two out of three hits anywhere
on the target counted as satisfactory. The target was inspected
after each round. '

The SMG fire for record consisted of nine rounds and trainees

were told that the best results were obtained by firing three
bursts of three rounds each, This firing patterm constituted
automatic fire. The rounds were lo&ded into & drum and three

men comprised a firing order.. The targets were walst-length
8llhouettes at a distance of 100 m., The targets were inspested
after each order completed firing. Four hits out of nine were
considered satisfactory and seven or more hits earned the marks-
man & oommendation from the fiompany CO. This firing was in

prone position, ‘ - ' |

(2) Close-Order Drill {

Close-order drill was first given to the trainees in the first
period of training without weapons, Trainees were shown the
individual position of a soldier in raoing and maroching move-
ments, Training then progressed to include sguad drill under
the direotion of squad leaders and then to platoon-type forma-
tions, During the latter part of the first period of training,
the trainees marched with carbines or SMGs, At this point,
they were given instruction in the manual of arms for both
weapons, Close-order drill was scheduled two hours per day
three times a week, However, there were days when the entire
morning was spent in close-order drill, Generally, it followed
an hour of classroom instruction on the drill regulations
manual, As part of CW training, trainees were also expected
to perform close-order drill wearing gas masks,

(3) Interior Guard Duty

Outdoor training in interior guard duty was also combined with
the classroom instruction on the subjeot, Trainees were -
1n;§ruot?d in the proper methods of challenging and walking
podis.cntz, ‘

(4) Tactics

Instruction in small unit infantry tactics was given bg platoon
NCOs, It ocovered platoon and squad formations, the individual
suiddoldierts sélectidnrofipositionglindividtal :fértifications, and

N .
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equipment to be used in entrenching. Trainees were taught that
an individual trench was best constructed with the light infantry
entrenching shovel, When this was not available, a knife or
bayonet was to be used., If no equlpment was available, the hands
were to be used to excavate a small shallow individual trench.
This latter example was cited for those who felt that thecen-
trenching tool was just an extra burden. :

The trainees were taught how to dig individual fortifications for
firing from the prone, kneeling, and standing positions. They

were told that a full depth individual trench was the best fortifi-
cation for the individual soldier. They were instructed that in
different situations different types of individual fortifications
were preferable. For example, if a soldler was not told how long
he would ococupy & given position, it was then his duty to dig

a full depth trench for himself. If he had been told that he

was to take part in an imminent attack and that he would not remain
in position too long, he was to dig a shallower individual trench.

Trainees also were instructed in the purpose and usefulness of
& breast work (brustverk) added to individual fortifieation
measures. This breast work was to be spread out in a fan shape
directly to the front of the soldier in the direction of fire,

Instruction was also given ox the way an individual soldier was
to oross open ground. 1In orossing an open field, a soldier was
to take no more than eight or nine paces, qulckly fall into a
prone positiocn, and then immediately orawl either to the right or
left for three or four meters, It was best to hit the ground
behind a small rise or some other cover. He was to remain in

/ this position until the man closest to him moved out and was then

- to repeat his forward movement again,

Trainees were! . instructed in crossing wooded areas but source
was unable to recall any of these details, In addition, there
was instruction on withdrawal from a position with the trainee
remaining prone and orawling backwards,

(5) Combined Arms Training

Another phase of tactioes instruoction covered the employment of
small groups of infantry in support of tanks, The tank teshnical
officer of the company supervised this training., All of this
instruction took the form of prectical exersises. Some of the
trainees who had taken basio training with infantry units in the
USSR commented that the infantry tactios instruction they
received in the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn was better and more complete
than that which they had received in infantry units.

The practical work with tanks consisted of the trainees taking
up predetermined positions 100 m in front of a barbed wire
entanglement. The trainees were soattered in & sonvex line with
about five-meters’distance between the men. One tank took up a
position about 200 m behind the trainees. In the center of the
formation, there was about a 20-meter-space for the passage of
the tank. After the tank passed through the line of trainees,
the trainees immediately arose and bunohed up behind the tank,
When the tank broke through the barbed wire, the men followed
the tank and spread out to the right and left of it. They then
threw dummy hand grenades at & line of trenches in front of them.
Approaching the trenches, they simulated fire with SMGe. After
ocoupying the first line of trenches, they immediately moved out
and took a second line of trenches, again following the tank.
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Another phase of small unit training covered was the practice
assault on a concrete pill box. Trainees were instructed that
if they had to take a pill box without armored aid, two men were
to go forward and fire automatic weapons into the firing slits
of the pill box while the rest of the platoon charged and forced
the door. If tank support was available, .a.tank took the place
of the two soldiers and fired through the pill box slits. No
mention was ever made of the possibllivy that another pill box
covered the one being assaulted,

There was some theoretical discussion of artillery coordination.
50Xx1 Trailnees were told that artillery would place a rolling barrage

in front of infantry and could replace the tank for barbed wire
50X1  breakthroughs. FAAJLgfnever saw any practical demonstrations of
s50x1 artillery fire but | there was some theoretical
mention of tank-infantry-artillery cooperaticw

50X1

(6) Physical Training

PT in source's unit was given dally. Every morning, the trainees
were taken on a 20-minute run and also glven physical exercimes,
There were two different runs, one around four barracks buildings
and the other around the entire battalion areé&, This run was
also used as a form of punishment by the platoon sergeant. On
ocoasions when the platoon sergeant felt up to 1t, the platoon
was required to run to Goetzendorf and back - & total distance

of about 10 ¥m, :

In addition to the daily exerclses, there wag instruction on

parallel bars, single bars, and other forms of gymnastiocs, The
trainees were also expected to be able to olimb & rope hand over nhandp
they Had hurdle jumps and other track training. When there was

snow on the ground, gymnastiocs and PT were held indoorssibut, at
al%dother times, even in the rain, this activity was performed
outdoors,

During the first period of training, gymnastice were oconducted
for two hours three days a week, The exercises were simple at
the beginning but became more complex later. In the final phases
of PT, there were two crosg-country runs:the firat was one kilo-
meter and the second was three kilometers, These runs were made
in full field equipmentiwith weapons.

PT was generally under the supervision of the platoon sergeant
and the squad leaders. However, there were times when the
platoon leader supervised and conducted the training.

(7) "park Day"

The remaining phase of the first veriod of training was known as
"Park Day"., This was usually . given on Sundays and was devoted

to fatigue details and the cleaning of vehicles and other armament
of the battalion, During these days, the trainees did construction
and repair work on battalion facilities. Company formetions were
held at which time the unit officers published various administra-
tive orders and details., On this day, the battalion and higher
headquarters conducted inspections, but these inspectors were mainly
interested in the ability of the trainees to perform close-order
drill, Generally, there were comments made on the appearance,
conduct, and bearing of the trainees.
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Flrst Peripd Post-Tralning Examinations

32, At the completion of the first perlod of training,examinations on all

phases of training were conducted for the trainees

| | Generally, they were
elther practical applications of what the trainees had learned or
oral answers to Specific questions asked by the platoon sergeants and
the company officers. Upon the completion of the examlnations, the
bulk of the trainees went into the second perilod of training in the
battalion. Those who failed to pass the examinatlion were reassigned
;oivarious regiments of the division; however, there were very few
allures. :

a, On Close-Order Drill

33. The firet test was 'in close-order drill. At a designated time, each
platoon was called out for the examination which was conducted by the
platoon leader. The inspecting officers were the staff officers of
the battalion, the battalion CO, and the representatives of the 13th
Gd Mecz Div Hq,

34, Testing consisted of the individual soldler’s being required %o perform

various phases of close-order drill and requirements from the school
of the soldler. Then came squad and platoon drlll,but the EM were

only expected to follow commands, not to give them, Two EM]

platoon falled in this phase and were immediately transferred to
other platoons of the battalion.[ |platoon was a tank com-
mender's training platoon,but failure in close-order drill did not
mean that & soldler was dropped from the battalion. During the
examination period, there were several soldlers from other platoons
of the battalion who were considered outstanding and who were trans-
ferred to platoon, which was considered the elite unit of the
school.

b. On Physical Training
35. The PT test consisted of two or three specific gymnastlic exerclses

which each trainee was required to perform, but they were normally not
the most difficult ones which the men had mastered. The linspeotors

were the same &8 those for the close-order drill phase. |

¢, On Basic Manual Study

36. The trainees' knowledge of the contents of the four baslc manuals
presented in the first period of training was tested orally by the
platoon leader or the staff officer representatives from the division
headquarters who were normally political officers, Each EM was asked
three questions from each manual; he was expected to answer these
questions in some detail, |
\ |Questions were generally based on the indlvidual
soldier's duties and responsibilities as listed in the mehuals. The
questions were falrly simple and required only common-sense answers,

d. On Politiocal Tralning

37. The political examinations were conducted by the platoon leader and the

division political officers. Ocoasionally, politloal officers of the

battalion and companies were present. The examinations were conducted

in the following manner:

The platoon was gathered in the classroom and the politlcal officer

would state a general question and ask if anyone knew the answer, If

anyone thought he knew the answer, he raised hls hand, identified
himself, and proceded with the answer, The political officer then
asked the trainee one or two additicnal questloms.

CONPIDENTIAL
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There was a saying in the battalion that no one ever failled the polit-
lcal examination for two reasons, The first reason was that 1t was not
S8c much the answer that was glven but rather the assurance of the
tralnee in glving his answer that counted. The second reason was if

an individual did not know the Specific answer, he only had to praise
the Soviet system and defame all other systems; this attitude made him
automatically correct.

€. On Weapons

Testing on the four individual weapons covered in Phase I was conducted
by the battalion CO and the chief of staff in the following manner:
latoon was called together in a room with the two officers.
The battalion CO called out at random ten soldiers and assigned each
one a specific test, A typlecal example was the disassembly and
assembly of a pistol,giving an explanation of each action, and naming
each part as this work progressed; source was asked to disassemble
and assemble the drum of.a PPSh SMG. After the ten men were tested
by practical demonstration on the four weapons, the battalion commander
orally examined the remaining twenty men. Several of the members of
the platoon failed in this phase; however, they were not tra

out but were allowed to retake the examination. 50x1
the reason given by the inspectors for their failures was the = " 50X1
poor quality of instruction given in this subject during the first 50X1
period of training. The platoon commander was severely reprimanded

by the battalion CO for these faillures. However, 50X1
i1t was not entirely the platoon commander's fault bu e Tault o e
training program which permitted personnel to be called away for 50X1

other work during the timggﬁhen they ?hould have been taking the . 50X

training.

o
\
. On Taotics

The infantry tactios instruction phase was tested oraliy by[:::::;:::] s0x1
[ |platoon leader.and the company CO of the 2d Tng Co. The questions ‘
were based on subject matter covered in the first period of training, . 50X
One man failed the examination but this did not seem to affect his ‘
“status iIn the platoon. In faot, no one appeared to be partioularly
interested in the soldier's grasp of Infantry taotics, least of all

the examining officers.

50X1

The second phase of training in the tank commanders training platoon, 50X1
the ls% 18t Tng Co, began and lasted through 50X1
50X1

50X1

In the seaond period of training,

much more omghtizs wae placed on theoretical olassroom work and a mueh

wider span of instruoction was presented than in the first period,

Where the first training phase was largely a repetition of basio

hrlining, the second period of training consisted of detailed train- ‘
ing in the duties and responsibllities of a tank commander. The tank 1
used for all the training conducted was the T-3l, 50
T:. studlies ocovered teschnical instrustion on the tank, its armament,

and other related subJjeots on taotics, such as map reading, ete.

Training Subjects

&, clolo-OrQQr Drill

Close-order drill training in the second period covered formations of
approximately the same size as those in the first period of tralning,
l.e,, up to platoon level. However, there were some differences in
fppligation. In this period, trainees were taught. how to handte the
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sub-machine gun in formation instead of the carbine. They were also

instructed in command procedures at squad and platoon levels, For

this purpose, trainees were called out of formation, given command of

:ggags agddplatoons, and were required to comduct the drill, giving
ommands .

k3. All of this training was under the supervision of the platoon and squad
sergeants;but, occasionally, the company officers participated as
observers, The actual time devoted to close-order drill decreased
sharply at the beginning of the second period of training. However,
there was greater emphasis on the individual's knowledge of the arill
manual. This emphasis was shown by the questions that were constautly
asked the trainees by theilr instructors on different subjects and the
‘different theoretical situations towhlchthe trainees had to find answers.

b. Physiocal Training

L, PT in the second period followed the the same general pattern as that
.of the first zeriod except that exercises in the second period hecame
more complicated and required more ability and practice work with the
parallel bars and other gymnastic equipment. Many soldiers devoted
their off-duty time to practicing various required gymnastice,

¢. Technloal Training

45, Technical (automotive) training consisted mainly of instrucstion on the
T-34 tank. It began with & description of the exterlor and interior
parts of the tank, including nomenclature, gspecifications, capabilitiies,
and functions. It then progressed into actual operating mechanisms,
and students were required to learn the function and operation of the
tank engine. For this purpose, there were tank engines in the class-
room which the students were required to disassemble and assemble and
working principles and part's names they had to memorize. In addaition
to the engines themselves, there were numerous wall-chart training aidnq
which gave the specifications and diagrams of the tank motor. N

46. One very interesting trailning aid used for automotive training of the
: T-34 tank was located in & room called the Cutaway T-34 Tank Classroom.
In this room there was & real T-34 tank that had been cut away to show
1ts various functional parts, It had an engine block and transmission
which were partially cut away with the key parts painted in different
colors. All classes or all platoons made periodic visits to this class-
room for instruction. | this tank was 50X1
s0xi removed from the battalion classroom: and taken to the motor park.
Instruction from that time on in this phase of automotlive training wes
carried on outside in the park. | 50X1

47, Concurrently, students were given instruction on tank transmission,
carburetion, ignition, and similar phases which covered the principles
of all the mechanical working parts of the tank. Approximately four
hours each week were devoted to this training and it was always conduct-
ed by 1st Tng Co technical lieutenants.[  jplatoon sergeant and 50X1
the squad sergeants assisted in the inmstruction by supervising the
work of the individual trainees when they performed various phases of
assembly and disassembly on the tanks.

48, Manuale used in this instruction were as follows: 4

(1) Guide to Material Parts of Tank T-34. Eighty coples of this
manual were share y students 1in the training battalion.
About one out of four students actually possessed the manual.
(2) Handbook for the Tank Crew. This manual was considered obsolete
, and was not recommended for 1nstruc$;ana1 purposes by the
- f battalion officers and instructor NCOs.
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(3) "The Service Guide for Diesel Motors V-2 and V-2-V, This
manual was used only by the Instructors. In the battalion
there were only five copies of this manual which were

available only to the technical officer instructors.

(4) auide to the © eration of Diesel Motors V-34, There were 25
coples ol this manual avallable only for instructor personnel,

(5) The Guide to Service of the Tank T-34, Forty copies were
Tssued to officers and key Instructor NCOs; twenty coples were
kept in the library. This manuai arrived in the battalion in

1953.

(6) @Guide to Operation of Tank T-34/85. Twenty-nine coples of this
manual were 1ssued to officers and instructor NCOs and one copy
remzined in the library. This manusl came to the battalion in
1954,

(7T) Handbook for Master Driver. There were elght copies of this

manudl In the ITbrary,

(8) Field Repair of Tank T- 4. There was only one copy of this
manual In the IIbrary and it was avialable to instructors only.

There were no other coples in the unit,
d., Driver Training

49, Driver training in T-34 tanks began with a desoription of the various
purposes and uses of the tank while in motion. This training was
conducted by the platoon commander and the two teschnical speclaliat
lieutenants, The second step in driver instruction was conducted in
the battalion vehiole park anddealt with the starting operations of the
tank motor. From this time on, the instrustors were the mechanio drivers
of the tank Bupply company and each brought his own assigned tank to
the class. Trainees went through the various phases Invdlved in the
prooess of properly preparing the tank before starting its engine.
These phases included connecting the fuel tanks, preparatory hand
signals prior to starting, and the actual winding of the tank engine,
The training then progressed into the various phases of tank movement,
starting from the halt and driving the tank at low speeds, After that,
instruction on shifting the gears and cperating the clutoh and trans-
mission were given. After the trainees had mastered the initial phases
of driver training, they drove to a nearby unused air strip and practiced
changing gears at higher speeds and did various turns and maneuvers in
the tanks. After they had mastered operating the tanks in the open
field, they began to train in driving the tank in column on open roads,
They learned the proper use of visual signals, the control of the tank
driver by the tank commander, and practiced these signals with and
without tanks. They learned the meaning of signals with I'lags and 50X1
the signals with whiceh tank commanders directed other tanks in their 1
formations. | the platoon 50X
had progressed to riving over obstacles, night driving, and night 50X1

driving over cbstacles, ggil
50. r 50X1
Hna h@?Gie graduation a tank commander should 50X1
ve had at least 11 hours practice in driving a tank. 50X1
. 50X1
51. some of the phases of tank driving the platoon was expected
to master were driving a tank up & river bed, over streams, and in
swampy terrain. The training in stream crossings and on swampy ground
was conducted along the banks of the Leitha River., Other training in
drivin? tanks over difficult terrain was conducted in the area of the )
Bruck (N 48-01, E 16-46) training grounds, about 15 km from the 55th -

Sep Tk Tng Bn caserne. -Trainees drove the tanks to and from the-traininé
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grounds, about 15 km from the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn caserne, Trainees
drove the tanks to and from the training grounds with the time
utilized in this travel counting as driving time. In going to the
Bruck training ground, the tanks occasionally went through two
villages; this was considered as part of the training in driving
through residential areas, However, at other times, they did not
g0 through the villages but followed the Leitha River to the train-
ing ground.

e. Tank Weapons Training

Training with the weapons of the T-34 tank consisted of instruction

on the 85 mm gun and the DTM and DT MGs. This training was conducted
by the platoon leader who utilized the manuals covering these weapons.
The initial part of the training was in the classroom where the
theory, nomenclature, and description of the weapons was discussed in
detall by the platoon leader. The platoon leader called on individual
students for field stripping and an explanation of certain elements
éust ag én the case of the individual weapons' training previously

escribed,

There were occasions when the battalion chief of gunnery training, &
captain, gave additional instruction to the students on Sundays., This

Wwas generally an additional duty before an ingpection from & higher 50X1
headquarters. | — ' tank-weapons 50X
training consisted of two two-hour perlods each week, This training
consisted of instruction on the preparation of the weapons for firing,
practice in setting the sights, clearing stoppages, and care and
maintenance. One form of training was accompliched in the tank park

by tying chalk to the barrel of an 85 mm tank gun; and then, by use of

the cranks and the gun sights, the trainee was required to draw

specific figures on the blackboard by turning the weapon., Trainees

started off with simple horizontal and vertical lines, progressed to i
diagonals, then made dlagonals inclosed in & box, and, finally,

progressed to complex figures employlng curves. This was to aecquire

maximum manual dexterity in the use of the gears and hand eranks of

the weapon. For the use of the sight, the trainees went through a

system of dry firing by making triangles on & blank sheet of paper

with the use of a pencil.

f. Tank Tactics Training

Only theoretical classroom bruction in tank tactics was given
to the trainees(gg;g;gg;g;gglnﬁ | Most of the 50Xt
manuals covering tank tactics were considered obsolete and the only 50X1

materlial used from these manuals was the basic tank formations 50X1
instructor for this class was the platoon leader.gfgg;g;gg;g;gJ;gﬂhgﬂ 50X1

\ ‘ 50X1
Lgénerallyj,there was instruction on enveloping movements (both or 50X1
elther flank), bypassing movements, trlangle defensive formation, and

others which he could not remember. There was no instruction above
platoon level prior %o sourceis departure from the platoon.

One of the tactical training aids that was used was set up in a roonm.
It was a mock-up of a tank turret with tank-gun sights. In front

of the turret there was a miniature three dimensional landscape with
roads, forests, housee, miniature movable vehlcles and tanks, and a
sky background with clouds. The vehicles operated on a conveyer-belt
principle. Students were shown various phases of tank attacks and
used these for gunnery training. There was a speclally-designed
cotton shell burst which was moved from place to place to show simu-
lated hits. This training aid was used mainly for purposes of
explanation.
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56. 1In. the topographical study classroom, there was a sand box with

moveable houses, tanks, and other equipment where the students 50X1

actually practiced moving the miniatures through various tank -

formations, 50X1
50X1

Irstruetion In Pank tactics was usualily gIvVeq
anceionat@bQQMean&'weekl generally -in one oy swo-hour pericds,

%

i/

g. Map-Reading

57. Mep-reading classes taught by the platoon leader generally preceded
the tank taotics, The first hour was devoted to map reading while
the second hour was devoted to tank tactiocs. There were two books
used in the class room instruction. One of these hooks was the
1l On Military Topography. The second book used in the instruct-

18 The gancbook on MIlitary Topography, dated 1946. In both
manuals there were mips were used In instruction in learning how :
to work with various kinds of map scales, Students were also required -
to learn map symbols, both military and conventional, The platoon
leader brought various military maps of different scales for demonstra-
tion purposes from the secret dooument section.

ML

58. The class was taught to read and interpret aerial photomaps, There
were coples of these in the map reading manuals, However, the ma jor
glrt of mng training ooccurred after source had been transferred to

attalion headquarters, During his time as a student, most o{ the map
t

instruction was of the familiarization variety, i 50X1

59. nost e maps used were pre-World War: II ‘.- 50X1
ns, owever, one specific inatance when [} 50X1

map with the words. "drawn prior W War II, correcte M ggﬁ}

I tary Division of the Main ¢ Administration" s50x1

ware on the bottomgntgihngvapo. | | | sox1

| : 50X1
h. Chemical Warfare Training 50X1

' 50X1

60. During the second training period, about one hour a week was devoted

' to chemical warfarse instruction., This consisted of donning a gas
mask and anti-gas cape and taking up firing positions while un er a
simulated toxioc gas spraying attack defense or conditions whioh
simulated troops either deployed in or orossing & oontdmidated _area,
(See paragraph 18 for further details on chemical warfare,) -

1. Study of Basic Manuals

61. In the second phase, trainees continued the study of the four menuals
presented in the first period. The stress in this phase was different
in that trainees were required to learn the duties of commanders at
various lévels up to the regimental CO level, They were told that
they should assume they would be NCOs and tank commenders themselves
sometime in the future, _.

62. An additional manual, The Field Manual for Armored and Mechanized
Forces, was added to the or gina ret Tour In 8 phase, rom
8 manual, the trainees were required to learn the duties of each
tank orew member and those of the tank commander. This manual was
secret, was not issued to the students, and they never actually had
physical possession of it. Rather, it was used only by the instructor,
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the platoon leader, who dictated pertinent passages and sections of
the manual. After the students copled these ltems into their note-
books, they were responsible for the information as school -subject
matter, These notes covered the duties and responsibilities of
edch member of the tank crew under fleld conditions, in combat, in
individual movement and in convoys, in bivouac, during halts, and
in defensive positions.

J. Tank Weapons!' Firing

63. Tank weapons' firing was conducted for the trainees during the

Second period of training with the 85 mm tankrguh ;nngzn;gnm;nnd;gggw
DTM 7.62 mm tank;qu,"L 50X1

50X1
'50X1
The target was a nk s ouette cm at a range 50X1

of 100 m. Each trainee was permitted three 7.62 mm rounds and fired

these one at a time at a command from the platoon leader who was in

charge of the firing. After each round, the tank turret was turned

away from the target and turned back on the target at the command to

fire. At this range and using the tank sights, it was almost impossible

to miss the silhouette and, therefore, only the grouping of shots and . ..
not the individual hits was assessed. ‘

50X1

k. Engineer Training
64

Engineer training in the second period was presented to the trainees
by the Bn Chief of Engr Services, a senior lieutenant. The subjeot
matter was taken from & manual, Aids to Tank Crews, dated 1946,
Additional information was dictated to the olass by the instruoctor,
The time spent in engineering training was normelly one or two hours
per week,
65. The subjects covered were tank trenches, camouflage, use of engineer
tools in the preparation of positions, tank obstacles, deseriptions
of engineer tools(such as saws, picks, and various types of booby
traps?, and alarm systems; all of these subjects were presented in
the classroom. The only practical work in this course was the repeir
gtivarioua outdoor demomstration tank obstacles used in training tank
rivers,

66. Anti-tenk mines was another subject covered in this phase of instruetion.
In this training, students were shown drawings of oubaway mines.
Students also received instruction in arming and disarming actual AT
mines, Instruction covered kinds of mines and explosives used in each,
types of triggering mechanisms, and other similar data, Source was
unéble to remember which kind of mines he had worked with and could
not desoribe them in detail. Theoretical instruction was given on
smoke screens and their application to tank warfare. Examples of the
various types of smoke soreens and methods for their employment were
shown in drawings; no practical demonstrations were given.

1. Redlo and Intercom Training
67. Radio and tank intercom training was conducted by the radio technical
officer of the first company, Sr Lt KOBELEV (fnu). Twice a week,
instruction was given from one t6 two hours.
'all instruction was glven only in the classroom and
mainly on the 10RT radio, The principles, structure, operation, and
functions of this radio were desoribed in detail. 1In addition, students
were instructed in the operation of 9AM and 10RK26 radios.

50X1
50X1
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69.

70.

T1.

72|

73.

74.

75.
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Cutaway samples and working models of these three radios were used

in the classroom as training aids in conjunction with charts and
drawings which showed the varilous operating positions of the dials.

In addition, there was discussion but no practical work on 9RS radios.
This latter subject matter was drawn from manuals. Radlo antennas
were discussed in detall as to types and functlons.

. The T-34 radio intercom system and 1ts operating principles was

described in the c¢lassroom and tralnees were shown how this system
hooked into the tank radio. | ' there was 50x1
no practical work with the intercom.

During all of Phase II, trainees of the 1lsf Plat recelved no
instruction on other means of communication. They were not required
to learn code. :

m, Political Training

Political training in Phase II was conducted by the platoon leader
for two hours twice & week. Generally, this training covered the
same materlal as that presented in Phase I except that bvaslc intro-
ductory data on the mission and organization of the Soviet armed
forces given as basic training refresher was no longer included,
Instead, trainees progressed to more complex and involved subJects
which included a description of the work of the last general assembly
of the Supreme Soviet and speeches by various Communist leaders.

50X1
Second Phase of Training in the 1st Plat, lst Co, 55th
General
T .

50X1

Training Subjects
&, Clecse-Order Drill

The platoon ocontinued with close-order drill during the remaining part
of the course although the amount of time spent in this training
deoreased considerably. The major part of the training oonsisted of
learning how %o handle squads and platoons on the drill field, Thus,
the trainees were being groomed to become - future NCOs.

b. Physical Training

PT continued to utilize the sdme amount of time per week as before,
i.e,, 8six hours, However, gymnastic exeroises became more oomplex,

6. Teahuiocsl Training

Technioal (automotive) olasses became more frequent and the time
&llocated to this subjeot was greatly ilnoreased. There was greater
emphasis for practical work in actual tank repair and maintenance and

i
/
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more time was spent in the cutaway tank class. ‘ 50X
444444444444ﬁthe students stopped using manuals because at that 50X1

time there were no up-to-date manuals for this type of training.
The tank technical officer of the company dictated the instruction, 50X1
from his own background and experlence, to the students who recorded 50X1
1t in their notebooks. |

50X1
d. Driver Training
76. | the major zortion of the trainees 50Xt
Fviil nad Bn additional nine hours of individual tank driver train- A
ing to perform, The driving became more complex and the trainees 50X1
were required to operate the tank at top speeds in high gear, driving
with oclosed hatohes oross-ocountry and on open roadways. In this
phase of the training, there was a roblem because many of the trainees
suffered from claustrophobis and mofion sickness, The final phases 50X1
of driver training involved drivin tanks over ob and driving
ot night under blackout oondit1on1?““““‘44‘44!§!A1!l} |
50X1
e, Tank Weapons Training 50X1
77. The trainees in the 1st Plat oontinued with tank weapons training. 50X1
They praocticed dry riring and sighting by turning the tank turret,
They also had more actua range firing,and ' the platoon 50X1,
fired a the Br unds;

In this oourse, the trailnees .y,
fired nine rounds witn Mgs rrom the tank on three different types of ..
silhouettes. They were first required to fire at a moving full-aized ‘
tank silhouette about S00 m away and then switoh their fire to &
silhouette of an MG and orew about 400 m away, With thelr remaining
rounds they were to hit movinf personnel silhouettes at a range pf

100 to 200 m. The men who falled to soore at least one hit on ahch

target were required to repeat the ocourse,

78. the platoon was taken to the Allentsteig (N 48.41, 50X1
=19 trlining area for one month. During that time, they fired
twlce from T34/85s, On the Pirst ococasion, 45 mm sub-caliber guns
were inserted into the breech of the 85 mm gun and the trainees each
fired a maximum of three sub-caliber rounds from the halt 8t life-

size tank-silhouette targets, moving at an unknown speed, at ranges
of 1,200 to 1,800 m. 50X

79. The second time, each man maximum of three 85 mm rounds 50X1

on the same target, \ 50X1,
' those trainees who scored a hit on 50X1
the first round received a passing score without using the other
two rounds, There was no other firing from tank guns for 1lst Plat
trainees during their osourse.
50X1

80.L47 ‘most of the firing was very poor because of the
smell number of rounds allocated for this training. Trainees appeared
to be afraid of their weapons and were reluctant to use the electric
firing mechanism. In mos% cases, they hand-loaded the MGs and quite
often in their excltement released the electric firing mechanism and
Jammed their fingers. There were a conslderable number of acoidents
resulting from nervousness and lack of familiarity with the weapons,

SRV

'f. Tank Tactics
81. Tank tactics training became more complex and detailed after smourse

left the platoon. Trainees recelved more training with maps including
tank tactlcs problems %o solve on the maps, Although the traineep
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84,
50X1

50X1

50X1

86.

87.

50X1

]

Spent one month in Allentsteig training area, they did not engage in
any maneuvers. All outdoor tactical exercises took place in the
garrison and in the Bruck training area.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Quite often, trainees were broken up into tank crews and underwent
simulated tactical problems on foot. They marched around in groups

of five simulating a tank. During this phase, 6nly one or two &ctual
tanks were available to the platoon; therefore, five men were assigned
to each of these and the rest remained on foot sinmulating tanks.:Some-
‘tdmeslat nightt, they wore~ gas masks. | none of the
men actually wore thid.  gas mask- properly during this training;-tdey
often disconnected the tank hose and breathed freely; some tralnees
did not even put on their gas masks. The above training was performed
in units up to platoon level,

g. Map Reading

The 18t Plat continued with map reading |
|

|the trainees did not do

any map drawing but were imstrueteéd in the construction of fire Zzone
sketches., They did a certain amount of work with compasses and made
a few. compass marches on given azimuths.

h. CW Training

Emphasls on CW instruction decreased

1. Study of Basic Manuals.

85. platoon
O study the four hasic manuals described previously.

These manuals were used until the end of the course. The same
phases of the manuals were covered with greater emphasis placed on
the duties of a tank commander.

J. Polltical Training

Political training continued on the same themes and subjects as
before with no changes. Some of the subjects were even repeated.
{

k. Englneer Training

Engineer training continued until the end of the course. The trainees

 had practical exercises in building tank obstacles and classroom

88.

instruction in solving problems such as, whether or not & given
bridge was capable of supporting a given tank, whether a given tank
could oross a certain obstacle, and what work was needed %o negotiate
a glven type of difficult terrain with armor. There was also quite
& bit of emphasis on tank camouflage with practical work outdoors,

1. Radio and Intercom Training

Radlo and intercom training developed to the point where the trainees
began outdoor practical work first with non-mounted radiocs and then
wlth tank-mounted sets. In this training, the trainees practiced
establishing radio contact between moving tanks and with a fixed
command radio set. This training was tied into the practice of

platoon-level tank maneuvers and driving instruction and the use of

the tank intercom system.
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Post-Phase II Training Examinations

89. After the completion of the course in the latter part of October,
the trainees underwent an examination perlod which lasted about a
week. SubJject matter covered throughout the course was used and
the testing phases were in two parts:

$0. While part one covered subjects in which passing was mandatory for
graduation,part two covered subjects of secondary lmportance., However,
in part one, failure in a required subject left the trainee two
cholices - re-examination or transfer from the battalion without
graduation and promotion. Failure in a secondary subject in part two
required re-examination but even a second failure here had no effect
on the final assignment.

91. Required subjects were: tank driving for which a driver's permit
was awarded, tank gunnery with all weapons, tank weapons, materiel,
radlo operation, tank tactics, the four previously-mentioned manuals,
political instruetion information, and map reading, Secondary sub-
Jects were: PT, close-order drill, technical (automotive) training,
and tank materiel. Source did not believe that the 1st Plat was
tested in CW or engineer instruction.

92, Officers from division headquarters and the regiments came to the
55th Sep Tk Tng Bn during examination week as observers and inspectors.
Source stated that it was of interest that the gunnery examination
consisted merely of checking the scores received on the range earller
in the course. In the tank weapons ordnance examination, the person-
nel were tested on the speed with which they dissassembled and
assembled the weapons, In map reading, each trainee had to make a
foot compass march., In the test on manuals, each man was given a
specific situatlion which he had to solve by applying the rules set ,
forth in the manuals. In radio, each man was required to operate i
sox1 & set and briefly describe its construction. | \there&
was an examination on tank tactics | | The
50X1 political examination was based not so much on & man's knowledge but

on how well he could express himself, '

93. Before leaving the battalion 'the trainees were
sox1 Promoted to the grade of Junior sergeant by a division general
order, 'all trainees who had finished

50X1 Phase One were on the promotion order with the exception of two who
had been found drunk two days before the order was published,

Graduation and Assignment of Personnel

94. Graduates of the lst Plat of the 1st Co were assigned to the various
regiments of the division as tank commanders with & tenk and a
crew. The graduates, after serving various periods of time in their
new units, were eligible for promotion Bo ' grades ranging up to
master sergeant. Those graduates assigned to one of the companies
in the.15th Gde Tk Regt which source could no longer recall were
told by their company CO to forget all that they had learned in
the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn and to "start from scratch"”. The company CO
M also informed the graduates that if they desired to get along in his
company they should get along with their comrades and keep company
gossip (garbage) in the company.
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E. Other Iraining in the 55th Sep Tk Tpne Bn

Iraining in the 2d - 5th _Platoons, 1st Tng Co

The training mission for the remainder of the lst Co closely
paralleled that previously described in the 1st Plat. Although

the trainees of the other platoons were not trained speciflcally.

to be tank commanders, all were expected to be able to replace a
tank commander by the time they had completed their course of
instruction. The training of the other four platoons of the 1lst

Co was broken down as follows: The 2d Plat trained Heavy tank and
SP gunners, the 3d and 4th Plats trained medium tank and SP gunners,
and the 5th Plat trained future reserve officers.

Phase Two training differed in each platoon which had a different
training mission. All had the same amount of instruction as the

1st Plat except the 5th Plat. The entire battalion began the train-
ing cycle and graduated as trainees on the same dates except for the
Sth Plat of the lst Co. In all the platoons of the company, Phase
One was identical and consisted of a basic training refresher
course.

2. Training. in the 2d Plat

The 2d Plat of the 18t Co had the same type of training in map
reading, CW, englneering, study of the four basic manuals, and
political studies as the 1st Plat(previously described). However,
there were differences in other subJects, such as close-order drill,
PT, and technicel (automotive) training, all of which were less
emphasized. Instruction in driving armored vehicles was very
insignificant with only 45 minutes given to each trainee. Radio
communication and tactics were presented only as familiarization
courses and had very little time devoted to them. The 2d Plat
trained with J9-2 and J8-3 heavy tanks, with model AlS 122 mm gun .
and with the model. D255 122 mauigin, Phey also worked,. ST
with the 122 mm Sp mounting, both Al9 and D258 models. The tralnees
of the 2d Plat were also required to learn operating principles and
trained on the 7.62 mm DT and DTM MGs. Their main automatic weapon
was the 12,7 mm DShK MG. '

The major,gortion of training in the 2d Plat was devoted to gunnery
training with the above-listed wee . Trainees fired the DShK MG

and the 122 mm guns, they used the same o 8 and
the same number of rounds as the 1st plat, Esuﬁaugugngrar
economy this platoon used wooden shells ocal lvankli Instead of

regular ammunition, The shells were carged from wood, fitted into
& regular shell casing, and then fired..

The only manual studied by fhe 24 Plat which the 1st Plat did not
was the Manual for Gun Commender, This book contained most of the
detailed Information the ne tralnees of this platoon were required
to learn concerning their specialty.

At graduation, all 20 platoon trainees were agasigned to the 106th
Gds Hvy Tk and SP Regt
| He believed that this was due %o the Plat CO

‘ who was not & pleasant individual but always impar.ted. sufficiently

good knowledge to the trainees to qualify them for passing the
examinations.
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b. Training in the 3d and 4th Plats

101. The 34 and 4th Pl;tgjof the 18t Co trained medium tank and SP gunners.,
the 3d Plat emphasized the 100 mm SP while the
S0X1 4th Plat emphasized the T-34 tank. The training followed very closely
that of the 2d Plat of the 1st Co and differed mainly in vehicles and
weapons. The 3d Plat fired the 100 mm gun while the 4th Plat fired
the 85 mm gun. For automatic weapons the men mainly trained on and
50X1 fired the DT and DTM MOs. \ the ranges and courses
were identical to those fired by the 1st Plat.

¢. Training in the 5th Plat
(1) organization

Trainees of the 5th Plat of the lst Co were se in
as future reserve officers, |
50X1 the Reserve Officers' Candidate Training Platoon had not
50X1 een & part of the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn but-had been:a.part of

the 15th @48 ‘Med Tk Regt. Trainees in the 5th Plat were first

selected from all of the units of the division and sent

15th Gds Med Tk Regt where they started trainins[waslaaz:juuj
50X1 It was soon discovered that the 15th Regt ]

8
50X1 in training facilities and equipment to adequately train these
50x1 personnel, and the platoon was attached to the

battalion for training only. The platoon CO and cadre NCOs
remained assigned to the tank regiment but were attached for
duty to the 55th Sep Tk Tng Bn. They received their Pay,s
administrative; and logistical support from their parent unit.
50x1  When the trainees wepw. graduating _|this

platoon was oomplebe‘y‘asaigned'tc and beceme & part of the
T/0 of the 55th Sep Ti¢ Tng . n, ’

(2) Personnel and rrereﬁuiifﬁéi:  ‘ ﬁ

|

The trainees seleoted to study this ocourse to besome future
reserve officers were all personnel from the division who were
privates, oonseripts, and who had completed & seoondary sohool
education oompriling 10 or 11 years of formal schooling in
elther academio or teshnical s udies; the personnel were
selected because of their education and did not volunteer f